L ETTHE SPIRIT BREATHE . . .

GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES . .

. TEACHING THEM . . .7

Lord, let me walk closelg with you. HelP me discern more comp]etely what it means to be your cliscilale. Let me extend
mgselF to others, enabling, ecluiPPing and encouraging them in their own discipleship. Amen

This month . . . Reflections on
= Growing CDisa:pfes cf Jesus =

“Discip]ing is the process of equipping, training and
encouraging, another in his or her aPPrcnticcshiP to
Jesus. It mcansjourneying with and hclping another to

oW in knowleclge as well as in the virtues and character
of Christ.” Adele Calhoun

In the Gospcl of Matthew, (Chap’cer 28:16-20) Jesus
tells his clisciples to “go and make clisciples of all nations,
baPtizing them . . . tcaching them to obeg evergthing |
have I have commanded you.” Church communities are in
the business of growing disciples. ‘DeveloP Disciples to
Serve’, one of the five mission initiatives of Community of
Christ, states: We are Poisec{ to equip men, women, and
children to be true and living cxprcssions of the life,
ministry, and continuing, presence of Christ in the world.”
Discipfjeship skills are learned in communities that will
cquip, train, and nurture one another in the ways of
Christ. To be an aPPrentice of Christ it is essential for us
to continua”g learn, moclel, and teach the virtues and
character of Christ. How do we learn these skills7 we
invest ourselves in each other in ways that will dccpcn
individuals relationshi[:) with Christ tlﬁrough intentional

ursuits of ]carning the dgnamics of Christ’s teachings:
Bible stuclg, prayer, worsl‘vip, sacraments, sPiritual
Fricndships/companions, to name a few. Growing
disciplcs does not happcn in isolation. We need each
other. God's richest }Jlessings to us are derived from the
diverse gif:’cs and talents inherent in the bodg of Christ.
As we share in community we become for others trainer,
cquippcr and encourager as others become these

CXPFCSSEOI’IS FOF us.

NurturingDisciPlcshiP
“The Point of our clisciplcship” says author Jan

Johnson, “is to know Christ and the power of the
resurrection.”

So what does knowing Christ and the power of the
How do we help make that
I’maPPcn? In community we pray, we engage in God’s

resurrection look like?

word, we Practice sPiritual clisciP]incs that will help us
connect with God thus our souls can be transformed bg
the Holg SPirit. When our hearts have been transformed
our actions of being ‘one with Christ’ become more
natural and mission focused for the sake of others. It
takes community to grow c{isciples‘ “There is no way that
an individual can be conformed to the image of Christ
for others without the nurture of the bod9 of Christ; and
there is no way the community of faith can be the bod9
of Christ if it does not nurture the individual members
toward wholeness in Christ”. (Robert Mulholland,
Invitation to Journey)

Exercise: Take a moment to recall those who have
helpecl slﬁape your sPiri’cual life. Now, list one or two
People you would like to intcntiona”g give gourselF to in
nurturing and clcve]oping their disci[a[cship‘ In the
months to {:o”owjourneg with these PcoPle, sPcnding
time with them, listening to them. Where are theg
sPiritually, where would they like to be? What are the
cha”cnges? Pray with and for them. OPcn goursehc to
exPericnce blessings of God in relationship as both of

you grow.
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INTHE GARDEN . ..
The sgmbolism associated with the

flower ‘Dahlia’ is commitment and
bond tl‘xat lasts Forever.

Expectations

In his book, The Life You've A]wags Wanted, John Ortberb
tells the storg of a fellow named Hank, a member of his
congregation. When | began to read the story | was amused
bﬂ some of the humor in his te”ing onlg to ﬁe caught in a
rcalitg of circumstances all to familiar in some church
communities.

Hank was an irritable man. He was that way when he was
young and grew even more irritable as he aged. His native
language was criticism. His latest complaint was the music at
church: too loud. After some time the Pastoratc
aPProached Hank te”ing him to restrict his comPlaining to
just a few folks and sPeciﬁca”y not complain to the guests
that attended church. (Notice tlﬁcg didrt encourage Hank
to changc his bchavior,)ust restrict who he comPIainccl to.)
Things c]uietecl down for a while until the dag when an agent
from OSHA (Occupationa] Sa]cety and Health
Administration) Paicl the church administrators a visit to
discuss Hank’s complaint. Of course Hank’s comPlaint was
unfounded and thejoylessness of Hank brought a bit of
humor on that occasion, but most often it brougl’xt sadness.
The trouble was that Hank had not changed in all those
years of attcnding church. More troubling, howevcr, was the
fact that no one exPected him to change. Oh, folk had some
exPec’cations of Hank. Theﬂ exPected him to attend church
every Sunclag, affirm certain religious belimcs, pray, read the
bible, gve monetary support, but what thcg didrt expect
was that Hank would Progressively be transformed in the
likeness of Christ.

This story is tragic on two levels. First, Hank lost out
when the congregation didrt expect transformation and
didrmt engage him in that process. Secondlyi the
congregation lost the latent and Potential ministry of Hank
had they, as a community, invested in growing him for
disciplcsﬁip.

“Go and make Aisciples ... and teach them.”

The Real Difference
m A man sPolce with the Lord about heaven and hell.

The Lord said to the man, “Come, I will show you hell.»

Tl’)eg entered a room where a group of PCOPIC sat around
a huge Pot of stew. Evergone was Famishecl, desPerate
and starving. Each held a spoon that reached the Pot,
but each spoon had a handle so much longer than their
own arm that it could not be used to get the stew into

their own mouths. The su{:)cering was terrible.

“Come, now | will show you heaven,” the Lord said after a

while.

Tl’)eg entered another room, identical to the first — the
Pot of stew, the group of People, the same long~handled
spoons. But there everyone was happg and well

nourished.

“| domt understancl,” said the man. “Whg are they lﬁaPPH
here when theg were miserable in the other room and
everytlning was the same?”

The Lord smiled, “Ah, it is simple,” he said. “Here tl’xeg

have learned to feed each other.”

Scril:)’cure focus:

“So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the
teachings we Passecl on to you, whether bg word of
mouth or bg letter”. 2 Thessalonians 2:15

“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does
not know his master's business. lnsteac], I have called
you Friends, for evergthing that 1 learned from my
Father | have made known to you. John 15:15

“Therefore g0 and make disciples of all nations,
baPtizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holﬁ Spirit, and teaching them to obe
cvergthingl have commanded you. And surelg lam witﬁ
you alwags, to the very end of the age." Matthew
28:19-20

Reflection moment . . .

Who have you intcntiona”g given gourscl{: to for the
benefit and welfare of their growth in Christ?

In Perspective -

A recent Po” stated that ei htg four million Pcoplc in
the United States have mafe a commitment to Christ.
(Tl’vat is over one quarter of the U.S. Population.)

“A Pouncl of meat would surelg be affected bg a
quarter Pouncl of salt. If this is real Christianitg, the
‘salt of the earth’, where is the effect of which Jesus
SPOI(C?” william Iverson




